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TO ME.”.... Lafayette. 


Number 2. 
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REFUGE OF THE GALLOWS. 


We have concluded to present, in the first vol- 
ume of “The Hangman,’ extracts from different 
works, that may have been published in favor of 
the gallows. Also, extracts from those papers that 
oppose us in our movement. Some of the periodi- 
cals of the day seem to be somewhat alarmed lest 
the gallows should be removed too soon from the 
land. But we have not room now to extend our 
remarks. We begin with an extract from Rev. G. 
B. Cheever, who certainly should now be consider- 
ed the great champion for the gallows in this 
country. 


‘ Injustice and Inhumanity of the Abolition 
of the Penaity of Death for Murder.— 1 have 
shown that this penalty is necessary for the 
restraint of crime, and the protection of so- 
ciety. I shall now show, that the proposed 
abolition of it is unjust and inhuman in the 
last degree. It is a policy, the cruelty and 
barbarism of which is susceptible of a perfect 
demonstration. It introduces the element of 
inhumanity into the very education of society. 
Your jurisprudence is a most important part 
of your education for the community. It 
trains the common conscience. But in the 
abolition of this penalty, you occasion a gen- 
eral degradation of the morak sense; you 
teach that there is no difference between the 
guilt of murder, and that of mere forgery and 
stealing. You lessen men’s estimate of the 
sacredness of human life, and you are uncon- 
sciously training men’s passions for the cru- 
elty of murder. You degrade the whole 
subject and science of morals; for this is at 


the foundation of it, involving all its princi- | 


ples. You give place and full swing to duel- 


of the community and the nation against the 
murderer is the object, and that, as we have 
seen, is most effectually attained by his exe- 
cution. He must die, because he has shed 
the blood of his fellow; he must die, that the 
blood of others be not shed also. If he does 
not reform and repent during the long inter- 
val preceding his execution which is always 
allowed him, if he continues hardened and 
dies with a falsehood on his lips, either by his 
own hand, or on the gallows, the true friend 
of his country and his race will sigh over such 
depravity, and would have rejoiced had it 
heen otherwise; but he will have never 
mbved a finger to arrest the just execution of 
the law. 
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LETTER FROM MRS. CHILD. ~~ 


Last week I attended a meeting called to 
form an Association for the Reform of Prisons 
‘and their Inmates. The duty of society to- 
Wards crithinals is a subject so deeply inter- 
‘esting to my mind and heart, that I could not 
otherwise than attend, though the weather 
'was inclement. The size of the audience in- 
dicated a more general interesi than I had 
ventured to hope; and the amount of intellect 
and social influence arrayed in favor of the 
association was most encouraging. The offi- 
cers and committees appointed comprise many 
‘of our best and most honored citizens, of all 
|sects and parties. Vice-Chanceller McCoun, 
_Theodore Frelinghuysen, John O'Sullivan, 
| Professor Tellkampt, Theodore Sedgwick, 

Rev. Dr. Spring, William H. Channing, John 
| Jay, ete. 

Few people attach less value than I do to 
‘an array of names. I mention them merely 








these, more than half belong to the cities of 
New York and Brooklyn; without taking into 
account the numbers that pass through, and 
often stop for a season, on their way to other 
destinations. Poor, unfriended, discouraged, 
and despised, in a state of hostility with the 
world, which often has in reality done them 
more grievous wrong than they have done the 
world, how terribly powerful must be the 
temptation to new crimes! 

In answer to the common plea, that most of 
these wretched people were old offenders, 
hardened in vice, and not likely to be restored 
by Christian efforts, he stated that of the nine 
hundred and thirty-four now in the prison, only 
one hundred and twenty-four had been in 
prison before. Five hundred and ninety-nine 
of them, about two-thirds of the whole num- 

er, Were under thirty years of age, —one 
hundred and ninety-two were under twenty- 
one years of age ; and twenty-seven were not 
seventeen when they were sentenced. 
thirty-one now confirmed lunatics, twenty- 
two were so when they were committed. 

He spoke with much feeling of the evil in- 
fluences which had mostly surrounded them 
from childhood, and of the extreme destitution 
which had driven many of them to reckless- 
ness and sin. In reference to their condition 
in prison, he quoted Dr. Johnson’s remark, that 
‘ Man lives little in the present, but almost en- 
tirely in the past and the future.’ And these 
poor human brothers at Sing Sing, driven to 
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their daily silent toil, how dreary was their) 


past, how blank their future! 

He said he had no faith whatever in the 
system of violence, which had so long prevail- 
edin the world; the system of tormenting 
criminals into what was called good order, and 


Of 


seven. He attributed this favorable change 
mainly to friendly instruction, and improved 
classification; not classification according to 
crimes committed, but according to obedience, 
and indications of a sincere wish to reform. 

Mr. Edmonds might have added that Mrs. 
Farnham and her associates, are well-princi- 
pled, intelligent women, who do not discharge 
their duties merely as a means of earning a 
living, but who feel a sincere Christian sym- 
pathy for the unfortunate beings entrusted to 
their care. The result is, that they have gain- 
ed their confidence and love, as well as their 
respect. One of the keepers told me that she 
now seldom had occasion to resort to anything 
harshér than to say, ‘It will give me great 
pain and trouble if you do not do as I tell you. 
I am trying to do you good and to make you 
as happy as circumstances permit. Surely, 
then, you will not wish to give me pain” She 
said it was rare indeed, that this simple and 
affectionate appeal was unavailing. Alas! for 
the wrongs that have been done to crushed 
human hearts, under the mistaken idea of ter- 
rifying and tormenting sinners out of their sins. 
Satan mever cast out Satan. We take back 
precisely what we give; hardness for hasdness, 
|hatred for hatred, selfishness for selfishness, 
‘love for love. 

William H. Channing spoke eloquently in 
behalf of the objects of the association. He 
urged his hearers to remember the diseased 
organization, the bad parentage, the evil in- 
fluences that had surrounded most of these 
erring brothers and sisters from their infancy. 
Society having failed in its duty to protect 
their innocent years, and train them into the 
paths of virtue, then branded them for their 
first sin, and flung them forth, contemptuously, 








ling, bloody riots, and private revenge. What! because it is a cheering indication in the social 
you refuse as a government to do for the barometer, when such men promptly and pub- 
family and friends of the murdered man, and licly acknowledge their faith in the law of kind- 
for the interests of the community, you May) ness, as a wise, as well as humane, substi- 
be sure the malignity of private revenge will! tute for the law of force. 

not fail to accomplish. You take away the| The chairman of the meeting, John W. Ed- 
strong security of your police, and you expose | monds, Esq., is President of the Board of In- 
the lives of your jail-keepers to imminent) snectors at Sing Sing Prison, and a lawyer in 
hazard. A most faithful and vigilant police; Wall street. Under circumstances so little 
officer, since the abolition of capital punish-| cgleulated to increase his confidence in his 
ment has been spoken of as a probable thing, | fellow-men, it is highly honorable that he has 
has had his own life threatened, and the | kept alive strong faith in human nature, and 
lives of others in his presence, and when he | the omnipotence of Christian love. Munroe 
has told the villain that his own life must) Edwards employed him as counsel, and, with 
pay the forfeit of such a crime, the answer|hjs ruling passion strong to the last, paid his 
has been, “there is no fear of that in these) services with a forged check. As president 
days.” The police officer added, that if the! of the inspectors, he might have increased the 
law should deprive him of this protection, he | hardships of this prisoner; but he forgave the 
should be afraid to go to haunts of crime,) treachery, and has uniformly treated him with 
which in the support of the law, he now) all the kindness that their relative situations 
visits. Who indeed, what public servant,| would possibly admit. 

either in this city or in London, would dare | This gentlemen opened the meeting with 
plunge into the recesses of crime to ferret out/an excellent and very effective speech, in 
the villain, if the strong fear of this penalty| which he pleaded for the benevolent objects 


of never appealing to any thing better than the | into cireumstances, where it required almost 
base sentiment of fear. He hadseen enough,| more than human strength not to sin again. 
in his own experience, to convince him that | He appealed to their own hearts; what had 
degraded as they were, they still had hearts} prevented them from falling? Was it not, un- 


did not go before him ?’ | of the institution with real earnestness of heart, 
and brought forward abundance of statistics, 
carefully prepared, to show the need of such 
'an association, and to prove that crime always 
| diminishes in proportion to the ameliaration of 


| the laws. He urged the alarming fact that 


We present also an extract from a discourse by 
Rev. W. T. Dwight, of Portland. entitled ‘ Right- 
fulness and Expediency of Capital Punishments.’ 
The author takes the text, ‘ Whoso sheddeth man’s 
blood, by man shall his blood be shed.’ 


from two hundred to two hundred and fifty 

“ As little force has the objection, that the | convicts a year, from Sing Sing were return- 
penalty of death renders impossible the crimi-|ed upon society, nearly without money, with- 
nal’s reformation. His reformation, be it re-| out friends, (except among the vicious,) with- 
membered, is not the object. The security| out character, and without employment. Of 





that could be touched by kindness, conscien- 
ces that might be aroused by appeals to rea- 
soa, and aspirations for a better course of life, 
which often needed only the strengthening 
vaice of sympathy and hope, to be strengthen- 
ed into permanent reformation. 

He gave a sickening account of the cruel- 
ties that had been practised, and deemed 
necessary. Six thousand lashes a month, 
wtha cat-of six-tails, have been inflicted in 
ore month, at Simg Sing. They are now re- 
duced, I think, to one hundred a month; and 
the conviction is constantly growing stronger, 
that it will be wisest, as a mere matter of pol- 
icy, to dispense with corporal punishment 
alqgether. This is somewhat gained in the 
eighteen centuries that have rolled away, 
though rivers of human blood, since Christ 
said: ‘ If thy brother offend thee, forgive him. 
I say unto thee not until seven times, but 
until seventy times seven.’ 

Mr. Edmonds spoke, as all do, in the high- 
estterms of the favorable change that has ta- 
kei place in the women’s department of the 
pron, within the last few months, under the 
firn but kind administration of Mrs. Farnham. 
Instead of riot, blasphemy, and obscenity, he 
sail there was now order, decorum, and cheer- 
fulindustry. The offences against prison dis- 
cipine, in this department, formerly averaged 


der the providence of God, owing to the at- 
mosphere of protection and love that surround- 
ed their childhood? To the social sympathy 


that cheered and strengthened their after 
years? He besought them to take this matter 


seriously to heart; to reflect well upon their 
duties toward those less fortunately situated 
than themselves. If men would expend so 
much labor and treasure, to dig up broken pil- 
lars, and fragments of statues, mere wrecks of 
beauty, that emananted from the soul of man‘ 
| would they not be willing to make some exer- 
‘tion to dig up from ‘Se dark ruins of the past, 
the buried human soul itself? and from the 
fragments, with patient love, restore it again 
to the fair proportions of manhood ? 

Among several affecting incidents, he men- 
tioned one that particularly impressed me. A 
gentleman visiting the Eastern Penitentiary in 
Pennsylvania, was allowed to converse with 
one of the prisoners. He asked the convict, 
who had been in two different prisons, what 
mode of prison discipline commended itself to 
his reason as the best. With trembling voice 
and tearful eyes, he answered: ‘I have heard 
of but one judge, sir, who rightiy knew how 
It was he, who said, ‘ Go thy 





to treat sinners. 
avay, and sin no more.’’ 

Isanc 'T’. Hooper, whose life has been one 
long lesson of practical benevolence, related a 





fory-seven a month ; they now averaged only 


few highly interesting incidents which occur- 
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red while he was one of the inspectors of the 
Philadelphia prison. The cordial response 
he received from the audience showed how 
ripe the public mind is for humane and salu- 
tary changes in the treatment of criminals. 
He said that Mary Norris, a middle-aged 
woman, who had been frequently re-commit- 
ted to prison, on one occasion begged him to 
intercede for her, that she might go out. ‘1 
am afraid thou wouldst come back again soon,’ 


said he. 


‘ Very likely, I expect to be brought back, 


soon,’ she answered, with stolid indiffvrence 
of manner. 


‘ Then where will be the use of letting thee. 


out?’ 

‘I should like to go out. It would seem 
good to feel free a little while, in the open air 
and the sunshine.’ 

‘ But if thee enjoys liberty so much, why 
dost thou allow thyself to be brought back 
again ? 


‘How can I help it? When I go out of 


prison, nobody willemploy me. No respecta- 
ble people will let me come into their houses. 
I must go to such friends as I have. If they 
steal or commit other offences, I shall be taken 
up with them. Whether lam guilty or not, is 
of no consequence; nobody will believe me 
innocent. They will say: ‘ She isan old con- 
vict. Send her back to prison. That is the 
best place for her.’ O, yes, I expect to come 
back soon. There is no use of my trying to 
do better.’ 

Much aflected by her tone of utter hopeless- 
ness, Frend Hopper said: ‘ But if I could ob- 
tain steady employment for thee where thou 
wouldst be treated kindly, and be paid for thy 
services, wouldst thou really try to behave 
well?’ 

Iler countenance brightened, and she eag 
erly replied: ‘ Indeed I would.’ 

The kind-hearted inspector used his influ- 
ence to procure her dismissal, and provided a 
place for her, as head nurse in a hospital for 
the poor. She remained there more than 
seventeen years, and discharged the duties of 
her situation so faithfully, that she gained the 
respect and confidence of all who knew her: 

He likewise told the story of two lads, one 
fifteen and the other seventeen, who had been 
induced by a bad father to swear false'y. to 
gratify his own revengeful feelings. ney 
were detected and sent to prison. When 
Friend Hopper saw them arrive at dusk, hand- 
cuffed and chained together, their youth and 


desolate appearance touched his compassion- | 


ate feelings. ‘Be of good heart, my poor 
lads,’ said he, ‘ You can retrieve this one false 
step, if you will but try. You may make use 

ful and respectable men yet. He took care 
to place them away from the contagion of 
those more hardened in vice, and from time 
to time, he praised their good conduct, and 
spoke to them encouragingly of the future. 
After a while, he proposed to the Board of In- 
spectors to reccommend them to the Governor 
for pardon. He met with some opposition, 

but his arguments finally prevailed, and he 

and another gentleman were appointed to 
wait upon the Governor. His request was 

granted, after considerable hesitation, and 

only on condition that worthy men could be 

found who would take them as apprentices. 

Friend Hopper took the responsibility, and 

succeeded in binding one of them to a re- 

spectable turner, and the other to a carpenter. 
After giving them much good advice, he told 
them to come to him whenever they were in 
difficulty, and to consider him a father. Fora 
long time they were in the habit of spending 
all their leisure evenings with him, and were 
well pleased to come in and listen to the read- 
ing of instructive books. These brothers be- 
came respectable and thriving mechanics, 
married worthy women, and brought up their 
families in the paths of sobriety and useful- 
ness. In the days of their prosperity, Friend 
Hopper introduced them to the Governor, as 
the lads he had been so much afraid to par- 
don. ‘The magistrate took them by the hand 
most cordia!ly, and thanked them for the great 
public good they had done by their excellent 
example. 

Patrick McKever, a poor Irishman in Phila- 
delphia, was many years ago sentenced to be 
hung for burglary. For some reason or other, 
he was reprieved at the foot of the gallows, 
and his sentence was changed to ten years’ 
imprisonment. He was a man of few words, 
and hope seemed almost dead within him ; 
but when Friend Hopper, .who became in- 
spector during the latter part of his term, talk- 
ed to him in a fatherly manner, his heart was 
evidently touched by the voice of kindness. 
After his release, he returned to his trade, and 
conducted in a very sober, exemplary manner. 
Friend Hopper often spoke to him words of 
friendly cheer, and things were going on very 
satisfactorily, when a robbery was committed 
in the neighborhood, and Patrick was immedi- 
ately arrested. His friends went to the May- 
or, and inquired what proof there was that he 
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committed the robbery. ‘No proof; but he is 
an old convict, and that is enough tu condemn 
him,’ was the answer. 

‘ Nay, it is xo! enough,’ replied Friend Hop- 
per. ‘He has suffered severely for the crime 
he did commit, and since he has shown the 
most sincere desire to reform, it never ought 
to be mentioned againsthim. I think I know 
his state of mind, and I will take the respon- 
sibility of maintaining that he is not guilty. 
But to all hig urgent representations, he re- 
ceived the answer: ‘ He is an old convict, and 
that is enough.’ 

The poor fellow hung his head, and said, in 
tones of despair: ‘ Well, then, | must make 
up my mind to spend the remainder of my 
days in prison.’ 

‘Thou wert not concemed in this robbery, 
wert thou?’ said Isaac, looking constantly in 
his face. 

‘Indeed I was not. God be my witness, I 
want to lead an honest life, and be at peace 
with all men. But what good will that do? 
They will all say: He is an old convict, and 
that is enough.’ 

Friend Hopper told him he would stand by 
him. He did so; and offered to be bail for his 
appearance. ‘The gratitude of the poor fellow 
was overwhelming. He sobbed like a child 
His innocence was afterwards proved, and to 
the day of his death, he continued a virtuous 
and useful citizen. What would have been 
his fate if no friend had appeared for him? 
If every human heart had refused to trust 
him? 

I must close in haste, leaving much more 
that I have to say on the subject, for another 
letter. — Boston Courier. 
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EDITOR’S JOURNEY TO N. HAMPSHIRE. 

No. IL 
31. Westmoreland. While stopping here, the 
lady of the house inquired very eamestly if we 
knew how Gov. Dorr was now? We replied that 
we had lately visited R. Island, but were not allow- 
ed to visit the prison. She said he staid in this 
house four months. She spoke very highly of his 
character, and regretted exceedingly his confine- 
ment, 

Sep. 1. Walpole. Lectured here on Capital; Pun- 
ishment. People seemed much interested in the 
subject. The Methodist minister actually put off 
his own meeting to come and hear with his congre- 
gation. J have learned with pleasure that many of 
this sect are opposed to Capital Punishment. 

3. Woodstock, Vt. We arrived here in the midst 
of a town meeting. Of course all efforts in a mor- 
al cause were unavailing amidst political strife. 

4. 8S. Woodstock. Here we delivered a Lecture 
cn Capital Punishment, and a deep impression 
seemed to be made. 

5. Windsor, Vt. Here we had an interesting in- 
terview with Rev. Mr. Hinckley the Unitarian Cler- 
gyman. We found him, as the saying is, quite 
radical. He was not only opposed to Capital Pun- 
ishment but to solitary imprisonment, and to any 
confinement that was not designed to benefit the of- 
fender. We conversed on War. I told him my 
plan in my proposed new work on that subject was 
to come out against all preparations for War. 
Speaking of prisoners, we observed that the only 
question ever asked by the community was, wheth- 
er they were safe; no one thought of using any 
means to reform them. 

Tue Brinp Prisoner. 

In visiting the State Prison here, I was peculiarly 
struck in passing among the cells to meet with one 
very tastefully fitted up. The convict had white- 
washed the walls, and prepared curtains for his hed, 
and adorned his cell with pictures. 1 have seen 
many prisons, and entered many a cell to converse 
with the poor prisoner, but never have I seen one 
so tastefully arranged before. ‘This cell,’ said the 
keeper, ‘belongs to a blind man.’ How singular! 
that a poor blind convict should have such a taste 
for beauty and order. I soon left his cell and went 
among the convicts, and I saw him groping his way 
among the prisoners. I thought of the cruelty of 
society, in confining a poor blind convict. I fyund 
that he was put in for murder. A man was found 
dead near where he was with some others, anjl as 
society is usually determined to wreak vengeince 
upon some one, he was apprehended and has peen 
now confined some time, as though the commtnity 
had any thing to fear from the machinationsjof a 
poor blind man! My heart sickened as I conttmp- 
lated the unfortunate man, and I turned awly to 
witness other scenes. 

Visit TO THE CeLL oF A Murperer. 

During my stay in Windsor, I availed myself of 


the privilege of seeing a prisoner under senterce of 

















HANGMAN. 


, death for the murder of his wife and child. The 
| circumstances connected with the murder were re- 
volting indeed. He invited his wife to go with him 
to church. They were obliged to cross a river. 
While in the act of going over, he turned out of the 
usual course and went into an unfrequented part of 
|the river, and threw her and the child overboard. 
| This man was condemned in 1842. Many have 
supposed Capital Punishment to be abolished in 
| Vermont. The Jaw is in the very worst state. To 
'show that the death-penalty still remains, we pre- 
| sent the sentence of this murderer, whose name is 
Eugene Clifford : —‘ It is the judgment of this court 
that for this offence you suffer death by hanging, to 
be executed upon you as soon as may be in due 
course of law, after the expiration of one year from 
this 21st day of April, 1843; and, in the mean time, 
and until the Penishment of Death shall be wiflicted 
upon you, you will be forth with committed to soli- 


tary confinement in the state prison at Windsor, in| 


the county of Windsor.’ Here the unfortunate man 
has been in solitary confinement till he has nearly 
lost all sense of his horrid condition. We were 
kindly permitted to converse with him through his 
| grate, and we give the conversation in the form of 
\@ dialogue. 


Q. What are your religious views ? 


. Tama Catholic. 
Q. Have yeu any brothers and sisters ? 
A. Yes. s 
Q. Should you prefer to be executed to remain- 
ing here in confinement? 

A. Yes. I had rather be hung than stay here 
six months, or one month. I have written to the 
governor to hang me. _ 

This answer was given in the strongest language 
so that we had no doubt of his sincerity. What a 
horrid state of mind must this man be in to prefer 
an execution to his present confinement! What a 
comment upon our prison discipline! Some of the 
friends of the abolition of Capital Punishment may 
be disposed to relax in their efforts when they learn 
that one under sentence of death prefers that pen- 
alty to confinement. But no true understanding 
friend of the abolition of the penalty will form such 
an opinion. The advocates of the abolition of Cap- 
ital Punishment will remember that they have only 
begun their work when they have demolished the 
gallows. There is but little, if any difference, be- 
tween the execution of a man and placing him in 
a solitary cell, where he will linger out a miserable 
existence for a few years. We regret exceedingly 
to find that very many who go against the death- 
penalty are for solitary confinement for life without 
the least hope of pardon. Were such persons to go 
with me in some of my visits to the prisons of our 
country, they would soon go against such inhuman 
treatment. 

On leaving the cell of the murderer I proceeded 
to visit the various workshops of the prison. I was 
elad to find things in a much better condition than 
in most prisons. There was an air of cheerfulness 
unusual in prisons. I was allowed to converse with 
some of the convicts. I inquired as usual, first for 
the murderers, One was pointed out to me, and he 
was permitted to leave his work to converse with 
me. His story was short. He had associated with 
the intemperate, and had been led into crime. As 
he related his story he was very much affected. I 
spoke kindly to him. I told him that we did not 
come to see him, as many would go to see a wild 
beast, but to sympathize with lim, and to pity him; 
that I felt deeply for prisoners. When he heard 
this, the tears flowed fast and thick down his 
cheeks. So much was he affected that he could 
not give utterance to his feelings. I told him he 
need not rehearse his story if it was unpleasant to 
him. And we turned away. 

On our way the keeper remarked as we passed 
along, ‘there is a professional man, the only one in 
the prison.’ We approached him, and asked him 
about the eflect of confinement. He said ‘he got 
used to it; he did not care much about it now.’ 
‘Formerly,’ said he, ‘we had very intemperate 
keepers, but now they are sober men. They were 
incapable of governing themselves ; of course, they 
could not govern others.’ He was cultivating a little 
garden ; he said he wanted to save the seeds of the 
flowers. He seemed pleased to see me. 

From here I went to examine the various cells. 
and we inquired eagerly for the solitary ones. The 
keeper very politely showed us two or three of 
them. The following questions were immediately 
proposed. 

Q. Is there any light there ? 

A. Go in and see. 

We entered the cell and soon found that it was 
dark as midnight. 

Q. Isthere any chair or bed ? 


ya 
Q. But have you no straw for the prisoner to lie 
on? 


3 


A. No. Nothing. The convict takes in a pig- 
gin of water with him, and we hand him bread. 

Q. How long do you keep him hers! 

A. Sometimes a fortnight. 

Such is the treatment received by the poor pris. 


oner. 


DISCUSSION OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 
IN BOSTON. 

The friends of the abolition of the death penalty 
had long talked of a meeting to be holden in this 
city, and at last we ventured to engage Ritchie Hall 
for this porpose, on our own responsibility, firmly 
believing that interest enough would be felt in the 
subject to meet the unavoidable expense. And we 
were not disappointed. The room was crowded, 
and a very intelligent audience listened with the 
deepest interest to the discussion of this great sub- 
ject. 

The meeting was called to order by electing Rev. 
Robert F. Wolcutt as Moderator, and Cyrus Bur- 
leigh as Secretary. 

We then opened the discussion by a brief and 
general view of the main subject, stating that the 
object of the meeting was not to discuss the doc- 
trine of self-defence, but simply whether society 
had a right to take the life of the criminal already 
secured. Also, that we were to take up the case ol 
Thomas Barrett, who was soon to be executed. We 
then observed that no State ia the Union had as yet 
abolished capital punishment; that Massachusetts 
had four capital crimes, Treason, Murder, Arson, 
and Rape. 


The following resolutions were then offered by 


| Wm. Lloyd Garrison : 


Resolved, That it is among the glorious abjects of 
Christianity to save men’s lives, not to destroy them 
—te abolish the gallows, and every other instrument 
of inhumanity, as well as war and slavery—to re- 
claim the criminal, and not to ruin hime to over- 
come evil with good, and not to exact eye for eye, 
or tooth for tooth, or life fer life. 1 F 

Resolved, That vigorous measures should be adopt- 
ed, at the present period, to induce the Legislature 
of this State, at its approaching session, by petition, 
to abolish eapital punishment in this Common- 
wealth. 


We give below a few brief sketches of the various. 
arguments presented : 


Rev. Joun Piervont. He said the wonder was 


| that this principle should be presented for discussion, 


Christ repealed the law ‘eye for eye, tooth for tooth.’ 
The same principle went against the neck that did 
against the teeth; if it was not right to take eye for 
eye, why take life for life? Suppose we were as- 
sembled for the first time to discuss this principle, 
would we say, not take eye for eye, but head for 
head? And who was profited? Is it any profit to 
the criminal to take his life? It is said the fear of 
death makes men repent. Does fear produce 
Christian repentance? Is the State profited by the 
death penalty? Does it not cost as mueh to kill as 
to keep alive? How many days’ work must be 
charged to the State for the thousands who leave 
their employment on execution days! But we 
must look at it in a higher point of view, in a moral 
sense. How many murderer's eggs were hatched by 
one execution! Why have we abolished public 
executions’ Why not have gibbets in our high 
places, that all may see them, and even our chil- 
dren have the benefit? I will not say that men of 
my profession should execute the penalty ; that 
would be bad taste, we had better offend against 
any thingelse. It is a principle of Christianity that 
its Author ‘came not to destroy men’s lives, but te 
save them.’ Some critics reject the passage. What 
of that! It contains the very spirit of Christianity. 

Mr. Titcoms. We should express some feeling 
Mr. Pier- 


pont says, cuz bono. I answer, pro bono publico. 


for the family of the murdered victim. 


Christ spoke only of ‘eve for eye, not ‘life for life 
He came not to destroy the law, but to fulfil it. 
‘Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shal! his 


blood be shed.’ 


Cyrus Burtirienu, of Conn. He felt as the 
Quakers did, that he was moved by the spirit to 
speak. In regard to the covenant with Noah, he 
observed that there was no capital punishment be- 
fore the ilood. Cain was suflered to live, and Rev 
Mr. Cheever said the law given to Noah was on 
account of the wickedness of man, that God found 
he had made a great mistake in the ease of Cain! 
If so, he might have been mistaken even after that 
period! If the law given to Noah was introduced 
to sanction capital punishment, why were not Moses 
and the sons of Jacob put to death? The question 
was not properly stated. It should be. ought Cap- 
ital Punishment to be continued? Qught life to be 
taken? In reference to the Mosaic code, he would 
ask if we were willing to take the whole of it. 
Were we prepared to stone the man who picked up 
sticks on Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath ? 


Af. ” } . 
Mr. Titcoms In regard to the case of Moses 
i ; 
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we must remember that we must catch the mur- 


derer before we can kill him: for Moses fled. 
dr. WaLTeR CHANNING. 


ject. Men in different ages had discussed it. In 


Massachusetts, Mr. Sullivan, now deceased, urged 


the Legislature to abolish this eruel law. 


doubted the propriety of going to particular passages | 


. . | 
to support particular theories. 


This was no new sub- 


THE 


EXECUTION OF THOMAS BARRETT, JAN. 3. 


Another victim to the gallows in the State of 
| Massachusetts! 


The extreme sentence of the law was executed 


He | on Friday upon Thomas Barrett, convicted of the 


murder of Mrs. Ruth Houghton, an elderly woman, 
who lived in Lunenberg. The execution took place 


The old Levitical | in the jail at Worcester, and was strictly private, 


law was, not only that the owner of an unruly ox | Only about tweuty persons being present, who were | 


should be put to death, but the ox also. What do 


we do in the case of Barrett, now soon to be exe-| and walked to the scaffold with a firm step. 


| 
cuted ? 


ence of rum. What do we do with the rum-seller ? 


‘He knew his ox was wont to push with his horn, 


yet he did not restrain him, and shall we stone the | 
ox and the owner? On this subject, I go to Jesus | 
as the highest authority. See him in the case of 
the adultress, when he said, ‘Woman, where are 
thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 
She answered, No one, Lord. And Jesus said unto | 
her, neither do I condemn thee; go and sin no 
more.’ It is said he came not to meddle with mu- 
Is it meant that he did not come to 


Because he 


nicipal affairs. 
alter existing laws and institutions? 
paid taxes to Cesar, did he mean that the Roman 
government, with all its idolatry should always re- 
main? He meant that human governments should 
He came to bring peace on earth. 

The gentleman, (Mr. Titcomb) 


be purified. 

Rev. 8. J. May. 
on the other side, 
That Christ meant the Mosaic law in many 
instances where he that 
doubt, but when he spoke of fulfilling the law, he 
meant the law of love ; ‘thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself.’ 
himself and inflict the death penalty? 


made a wrong use of the term 
law. 


used term, he did not 


Can a man love his neighbor as 
Another 


principle in our relegion was forgiveness. ‘If ye | 


forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Heavenly Father forgive you your trespasses.’ Can 
a man kill another in the spirit of forgiveness ? 

The Mosaic law does not regard some crimes as 
capital, which in fact are worse than murder. | 
would rather my daughter would suffer death than 
be corrupted, yet the seducer was not punished 
capitally under the law. I know not what right we 
have to denominate some sins as worthy of death, 
and others not so. The Apostle says, (1 Cor. vi. 9, 
10,) ‘Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not in- 
herit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived ; nei- 
ther fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminare, nor abusers 6f themselves with man- 
kind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom 
of God.’ 
black catalogue. 

I remember in conversation with Noah Worcester, 
one of the best of men, another Enoch, who walked 
with God, he said, ‘he would rather men would 
stab him in body than in reputation.’ 

How can the State do that which the individual 
If one cannot rightfully put the erimi- 


But he dees not include murder ia this 


eannot do? 
nal to death, can one thousand or more do it ? 

Tomas Jackson. Some years ago Mr. Gore of 
Boston closed his house when he knew a culprit 
was to be carried by for execution. He remember- 
ed when women were put in cages, and were car- 
ried into State street, and were stripped to the waist 
and publicly whipped! He hoped the barbarous 
receive attention ; 


criminals would 


would no lenger be used for 


treatment of 
that the shower bat! 
torture. 

In discussing this question we were not to go to 
Mr. Moses, or Mr. Noah, but to Christ. 

He understood that some cars were already en- 
gaged to carry persons to Worcester to see the man 
hung. 

Here we made a remark that nothing was as yet 
done for the criminal at Worcester, who was to be 
hung on Friday. We moved to have a committee 
appointed to wait upon ithe Governor: whereupon 
the following persons were appointed for that pur- 
Rev. John Pierpont, Rev. 8. J. May, John W. 
Brown, Dr. Walter Rev. J. F. Clarke, 
Wendell Phillips, Ellis Gray Loring, Charles Spear. 

G. B. 


misgovernment in this country, is, 


pose : 


Channing. 


The great foundation of all 


that we think 


EMERSON. 


there is some jugglery in voting which relieves us 
Man is 


20.000 or 


from the guilt of violating a law of God. 
We kill 


a great victory ! 


individual in all his actions. 

more in war, and that is glorious; 

But one man kills another, and that is murder, and 
he must be executed. 

We have been obliged to omit the remainder of 

Mr. fol- 

lowed in some eloquent remarks, and Mr. Everett 


closed the debate for the eve- 


the discussion till next week. Garrison 


succeeded, which 


ine 
ning. 


We have learned from a friend, that John Gordon 
of Rhode Island, whose execution as seen in our 
list. is fixed for the fourteenth of February, will 
probably be reprieved till after the trial of his broth- 


er iu March 


| invited by the sheriff to witness the awful spectacle. 


Barrett was taken from his cel! about 10 o'clock, 


The 


He committed the deed under the influ- | knot was adjusted by one of the sheriti’s deputles, 


| the same who performed a similar service for Carter, 
who was hanged at Worcester some fifteen or twenty | 
years ago. The criminal was attended by a Roman 
catholic priest, to whom it is supposed he made a 
confession of his guilt before leaving his cell. He 
said nothing upon the scaffold, and no further delay | 
was made after he came out of his cell than was | 
occasioned by the necessary preparations. The | 
rope was cut at the appointed time by Sheriff Lin- 
coln. The wretched man fell about five feet, and | 
died almost without a struggle. He was cut down | 
after hanging about twenty minutes. During the) 
execution from four to six hundred persons were in 
front of the jail, but were not gratified by a sight of 
the catastrophe. 
It is now about five years since an execution took | 


place in our State. Our corresponding Editor and | 
brother, J. M. Spear, gave us a particular account of 
that case in the first number. We had hoped that | 
that would have been the last execution upon the 


The 


another column, that at a very late period, we, with 


scaffold in our State. reader will see in 
others endeavored to prevail upon the executive to 
postpone the execution for a short time ; but though 
we had three interviews, it was all in vain. A com- 
mittee was appointed even at 10 o'clock at night, 
to wait upon the Governor at his lodgings at the 


Hotel. 


could not act without his counsel, yet the committee 


Marlboro’ Though it was known that he 


thought they had one or two facts not supposed to 
be known upon trial, and these should be stated. 
Up to the very last hour, then, an effort was made 
in this city to prevail on the Executive to postpone 
the execution of Barrett, yet this humble request 


was denied. A meeting was held the evening of 


the same day on which the execution occurred, and 
it was indeed a spirited meeting. The event which 
had marked that day in the history of our State was 


dwelt upon with great force. Several resolutions 


were drawn up, which caused considerable debate, 
lest they should censure the Executive too much, 

hese resolutions we shall present in our next 
number, with some account of the debate upoa 


them. In the course of the evening, we presented 


the following resolution which was adopted : 


Resolved, That it is expedient to form a society 
for the collection of facts on the subject of Capital 
Punishment, and especially when a similar case to 
that of Barret’s should happen, we may have indi- 
viduals to whom we can look for immediate action. 


A Committee was appointed to carry this resolu- 
tion into effect, consisting of Robert F. Wolcutt, 
Rev. John Pierpont, J. B. Andrews Esq., William 
P. Atkinson, and Charles Spear. The committee 
have since met and made some progress towards the 


accomplishment of so desirable an object. And in 


our next we shall be able, we hope, to present the 
Constitution of the Society. 


Our CorresponpinG Epirtor, J. M. Spear. — 
Much anxiety has been felt for our brother, lately, 
on account of some newspaper paragraphs from the 
Portland journals, especially the American. On 
returning to our home last Saturday evening fatigued 
with numerous duties, the reader may well judge 
of our feelings on reading the following paragraph : 


Mr. Editor, —I wish to inquire, through your 
paper, if it 1s generally known by the citizens of 
Portland, that the Rev. J. M. Spear was most in- 
humanly outraged’ while quietly passing from the 
City Hall to his lodvings, on the evening of the 24th 
of December, and that, in consequence of the injury 
which he received at the hand of a ruthless and 
bloody mob, he has been confined to his bed ever 
since, and that his recovery is still very doubtful. 

Has it indeed come to this, that an innocent and 
unofiending stranger can be thus treated by the 
weople of Portland, and no voice of remonstrance 
raised against it? A. 

Our correspondent will learn, by turning to the 
files, that both the Portland American and Eastern 
Argus did promptly raise a “ voice of remonstrance ” 
against this most infamous outrage. 

It is said, that the gentleman is a “ Come-outer.” 
What if he be? Is that any reason that he should 
be thus kicked and cuffed, and his life periled? He 
has a perfect right to be a “ Come-outer,” if he 
prefers that character.—The apology is utterly 
absurd. But Mr. Spear is not a * Come-outer,” but 
a regularly ordained clergyman of the Universalist 
denomination, and has the pastoral care of a very 
respectable church in Massachusetts, 


All we 
such news by letter, and we therefore believed that 


ould say was that we had received no 


HANGMAN., 


the writer was certainly guilty of exaggeration. 
This paragraph with one from the Eastern Argus, 
caused great anxiety among his friends. But we 
are happy to say that we have just heard from him, 
and that he will probably be out in a very few days, 





holy purposes. Not unfrequently a simple question 
is proposed to the wrong-doer, it touches his heart, 
arrouses his conscience, and changes his whole 
|character. Attending a Washingtonian Convention 
a few months since in Maine, a converted rumseller 


when our readers may expect some articles from his | was asked why he abandoned the trade in intoxi- 


able pen. 
our friends will favor us by some few.communica- 
tions. If they do not confine themselves strictly to 
the subject of Capital Punishment, we shall be glad 
to hear from them. Articles on prisons, on the | 
causes and preventives of crime, would be accept- | 
able. A wide field is open, and we hope both the | 
advocates and friends of the gallows will avail | 
themselves of the medium now thrown open to! 
them. 





| 
NOTICE. | 

A Public Discussion of the subject of Capital | 
Punishment, will be held in Ritchie Hall, corner of | 
Washington St. and Temple Place, on Friday eve- | 
ning at 7 o'clock. 

A Report of a Committee appointed to form a .So- | 
ciety for the Abolition of Capital Punishment will | 
be made on the same evening. 

We hope this meeting will be well attended. We 
have seen the iniportance for a long time, of form- 
ing a Society, that we may concentrate our efforts 
on this great subject. And should such an emerg- 
ency take place again, as in the late case of Bar- 
rett, where we had but a few days to work in, to 
effect a Reprieve, we shall need a society, that 
weg may know at once who to call on. We have not 
room now to point out all the advantages of a soci- 
ety, but we hope in our next, not only to be able to 
share such advantages, but to present before the 
public a Constitution already drawn up, for those 
who may feel interested in the subject. 


NOTICE. 

The Editor will deliver a Lecture before the In- 

stitute in Leominster on the subject of Capita] Pun- 
ishment on Wednesday evening, Jan. 15th. 


To THE Friends OF THE ABOLITION oF CapPI- 
TAL PuNisHMENT.—We feel that we ought to say 
a few words to those who feel interested in the en- 
terprise in which we are now engaged. We feel 
that we have undertaken a great work, one that 
requires great effort and more means than at present 
we can command. Our expences weekly for each 
number will be between forty and fifty dollars. We 
have now about two thousand subscribers to meet 
Several friends have subscribed 
Wendell Phillips gave us 


these experices. 
for a number of copies. 
his name for twenty copies ; 
Rev. 8. J. May, eight; a friend from Bridgeport, Ct. 
sent in fifty-two subscribers ; another friend from 
Duxbury sent us in about eighty names; and from 
Abington in this state we have received nearly one 

From 
Where 


and others we might 


hundred subscribers. This is encouraging. 
many towns we have scarcely heard as yet. 

are Lynn, New Bedford, 
name? In many places companies might be formed 


who would subscribe for one hundred copies or 
more. Our paper is put ata very low price. And 
hence we shall need every encouragement. We 


shall print about five thousand of each number. 
We took the liberty to send the first number to 
several persons who were not subscribers, and we 


forward several of the second number to others. 
Of course, if neither number is returned, we shall 


consider such 
be remembered that Postmasters can enclose money 
and forward it if the letter is writ- 
ten by himself. We hope too, the friends will 


make their own arrangements where bundles are to 


persons as subscribers. It shonld 


for subscribers: 


be forwarded, which they can often do better than 
we can. 

Subscribers in Nashua will find their papers at 
Buffum’s Bookstore. Those of Hingham will have 
their papers sent on Friday to Gill’s Bookstore. 


We are very much obliged to those various papers 
that have noticed our paper. Some have even pub- 
lished our Prospectus several times. Weremember 


particularly now the Balm of Gilead, the Boston 


Bee, the Granite Freeman, and the Liberator. The 
Trnmpet, the Christian Freeman, and a host of 
others, have noticed our work very kindly. Those 


editors who have seen fit to censure our course will 
especially our 


We 


also receive our warmest thanks, 
friend Drew of the Gospel Banner of Maine. 


could not well succeed without some opposi- 
tion. But it comes from a strange quarter some- 
times. As our readers may be desirous to know 


something more of this strange notice, we shall 
present next week the extract from the Banner. 


THE INFLUENCE OF TEARS. 
It is deeply interesting to the careful observer, to 
notice the apparently feeble means which Infinite 


Wisdom sometimes uses to accomplish his high and 


In the mean time, we really hope that | cating liquors. 


Prof. Upham, eight; | 


Said he, a drunkard came to my 
store one evening and spent all his money (twelve 
cents) for rum. About leaving for home, said he, 
‘‘now I wish you to trust me for some bread and 
fish for my family.” I said to him—continued the 
rumseller, “ why do you drink rum? why did you 
not purchase provisions with the money which you 
had?” In reply he abruptly said, “ What the devil 
do you keep it to sell for?” That night the vender 
said he could not sleep. He had no peace. This 
question, what the devil do you keep it to sell for? 
was continually in his mind. The next day he 
abandoned the business. He is now an active 
Washingtonian. Here we see the influence of a 
simple question. Was not that poor drunkard a 
messenger sent by the court of heaven to convert 
his erring brother? 

But I began this article with the intention of say- 
ing a word on the influence of tears, in connexion 
with the subject of capital punishment. It is well 
known that Isaac Leavett was last your condemned 
to be executed in this Commonwealth. Great ef- 
| forts were made to save his life. Petitions were 
/extensively circulated, and sent to the Governor, 
asking for a commutation of punishment. 
persons appeared before the Executive to plead for 
the prisoner. Among them was a young man, a son 
of the condemned. He was asked by one of the 
He said 
a few words, and soon burst into a flood of tears. 
He could say no more. It was an affectionate child 
a beloved, though misguided father. 
| The whole council was moved ; several wept. No 
Doubtless 
the tears of the son exerted a great influence upon 
those in whose hands the people have placed the 


Several 


councillors if he wished to say any thing. 


weeping for 


more was said. The father was saved. 


| power of life and death. 
| When Moses was brought to the Egyptian prin- 
| cess from the ark which had been carefully prepar- 
ed by the hand of a fond mother, “the babe wept.” 
Taken to the court of the king, educated in all the 
learning of Egypt, he subsequently led nearly three 
millions of his oppressed countrymen from bond- 
age. 
Let those who think they cannot speak or write 
for the poor criminal, pray and weep. God hears 
They shall not be un- 


J. M. §S. 


prayers. He beholds tears. 


availing. 








sae: 2 
PETITIONS TO THE LEGISLATURE. 

We hope the friends of the Abolition of Capital 
Punishment, will remember that the time has now 
arrived when they should be active in the circula- 
tion of petitions. We have already obtained a 
number of names, but they should come in by 
thousands to our Legislature. It was observed by 
one member last year that but few petitions were 
sent in, and he thought this was one reason why the 
Legislature felt so little interest in the abolition of 
the death-penalty. 

We give a simple form of petition that persons 
may copy and present to their neighbors. 


To the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts in General Court assembled: 


The undersigned, citizens of 
believing the law which authorizes the Pun- 
ishment of Death to be wrong, respectfully 
petition you to repeal the same. 


Let every town get up meetings on the subject. 
Let not the friends of this reform think for a mo- 
ment that no effort is necessary to remove the death- 
There are upon our statutes four Capital 
offences ; Murder, Arson, and Rape. 
There are no less than five persons now under 
sentence of death in this country; three of whom 
we have seen and conversed with. Let us awake 
then from our lethargic spirit, and go forward in the 


penalty. 
Treason, 


great work of establishing the doctrine of the Invi- 
olability of human life. 
(>> Petitions should be sent to the Legislature by 
the last of January. 

LYNN. 

We feel compelled to say to our friends in this 
place, that in consequence of the anxiety of mind 
in getting out our paper, and the numerous meetings 
we have lately attended in this city, on the subject 
of Capital Punishment, that we cannot consistently 
with health attend the meeting there on this (Wed- 
But we will endeavor to come at 


nesday) evening. 
another time. 








OO SS 


' THE 


|instead of the penalty of death, imprisonment | 
for life. A course of legislation like the pro-| 
'posed law, would make the legislature a high | 
court of appeals, deciding cases without evi- 
‘dence, and without the rules of evidence. 
| He spoke in relation to the pardoning pow- | 
His gets to ply his humane trade er of the Governor, and other subjects in con- | 
For glory, — surely not for gold. nexion with the subject. He said that he| 
Attended by his "Squire elect, |was opposed to taking the pardoning power | 
He takes the victim Law designed, out of the Governor's hands, acting in the ca- | 
And with a brotherly respect, | pacity of a court, and condemning a man to| 
He ties his trembling hands behind. |the State Prison without evidence. 
Then safely through the pressing crowd, | Mr. Chase spoke in relation to the bill. He 
He guides him to the gallows hill, )said he had no scruples in voting for the bill, 
ag er eget po \and he had no doubt but that Comings was | 
as | the cause of his wife’s death, directly or indi- | 
Pee ness anfucnbiine tr bi olde” |rectly. Comings, by his own confession, was | 
Behold him now the rope prepare ; F guilty of some crimes. 
How workmanly that knot is tied ! Mr. Chamberlain rose to address the House, | 
The sacrifice is ready now ; |but gave way on motion to adjourn, whieh | 
| prevailed. 


The Priest is called, a prayer is said ; 
The victim to his fate must bow, On motion of Mr. Batcheldor of Epping, the | 
His latest hope of mercy fled. regular orders of the day were suspended, and 
The rope is cut with master skill ; the House proceeded to the consideration of 

Above the crowd he swings alone, ‘the’ bill authorizing the commutation of the 
While murmurs echo round the hill,  esineitall rc am 
How business-like the thing was done. tee mee ument of Comings. 
c | Mr. Chamberlain addressed the House | 
Oh, pious hangman! such a deed aR 2 : 
Exhibits well thy Christian love; ‘ ‘upon the constitutionality of the bill author-| 
That brother's sual the hand has freed, izing the commutation of the punishment of! 
No doubt will bear thy praise above. 'Comings. He believed that the bill was un- | 
'T is said, the mandate of the Lord, (constitutional, and he was against reversing 
Commands that blood for blood be shed ; — the judgments of the courts, whose province 
What pretty wreaths the hangman's cord, ‘it was to hear the evidence and decide upon 
Would make to bind a Christian’s head! : 
the case. He spoke at much length, in an 
able manner, in relation to the provisions of 
our laws in relation to our criminal code, tral | 
by jury, &ce. &e. 
| Mr. Brewster moved an amendment, to 
‘strike out all after the enacting clause of the 
bill, and insert instead thereof a new bill, au- 
thorizing the governor to reprieve any convict 
under sentence of death for one year, and au- 
|thorizing him to renew the reprieve the con- 
| vict during the existence of the reprieve to be 
kept at hard Jabor in the State Prison. 
The amendment was rejected. 
Upon the question, shall the bill be ordered 
to a third reading, the yeas and nays were 


THE HANGMAN. 


All men are fond of gen’rous praise, 
That is, if they deserve it well, 

And therefore will I tune my lays 
The worthy Hangman’s deeds to tell. 


Behold him now in pomp array’d! 
His warrant in his pocket fold, 








Fit emblem of his ardent zeal 
To lift the sinful soul above — 
His anxious care for others’ weal, 
And service to the God of Love! 


But, Irony ape I see 
The horrid hangman as he is; 

Earth holds no baser thing than he! 
Mark his mean eye and sottish phiz! 


Vile thief, in cold, cold blood to steal 
The life blood from a brother’s heart! 
Oh, that some power would make thee feel 
The abject, cursed thing thou art! 


Rum, maddening rum, may nerve the hand, 
And prompt the savage heart to slay ; 
In soberness, how canst thou stand, 
And take thy brothers’s life away ? 
What wife would call thee husband now ? demanded, and resulted. 
Thy name would fright the babe unwean’d; Yeas, 150 — nays, 84. | 
ped neer prey so “eas 4: | So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 
ee | On motion, the bill was read a third time, 
And fiend, indeed, thou truly art, and passed. 
And fiend thou ever must remain ; 


The name ison thy brow and heart, ss ————— 
Thou ne'er canst be a man again. PROSPECTUS. 


Weymouth. F. M. ApuineTon. 
a |A new paper to be published weekly, during the | 
next session of the Massachusetts Lezgisla- 

ture, in Thirteen numbers, to be 


entitled: THE HANGMAN. 
HE Subscriber proposes to publish a weekly | 











WILLIAM F. COMINGS. 
Our readers will remember, that in our first num- 
ber we presented the case of this individual, who 
was at that time condemned to be executed on the | , snip oan ‘* - oe ay = mh pos: oo 
Sat : oN vers only, during the Session of the next Legislature 
seth December. During oe New Hamp of Massachusetts. He has thought that such a 
shire, we constantly presented his case before the paper would be eminently calculated to advance the 
public. For in the very midst of our labors, and | glorious period when the barbarous law of Capital 


. o a2 2 j > re is< stz 
just before the citizens were to take a vote on the Punishment would no longer disgrace our statutes. 
Notwithstanding the numerous publications of the 


j 7 y Be ur Ww - .  % 
subject, eo ne te heer wes eA day, there is no one expressly devoted to this inter- 
pointed for his execution. We presented before the | esting subject. Having collected a great variety of 
public a petition for a reprieve, in the following facts and anecdotes in reading and travelling, the 
words: — ‘subscriber feels that he can do much towards en- 

. ‘lightening the public mind on the punishment of 
To his Excellency, the Honorable John H. death. Many interesting facts will be given, re- 


Steele, Governor of New Hampshire. | lating to the state of prisons in this country and in | 
We, the undersigned, citizens of New| Europe. we 
Hampshire, believe that the punishment of) Tue Haneman will be published in folio size, at 


. . the low price of 25 cents for the whole 13 numbers. 
D - and whereas a fellow being, |" P 
eath is wrong; and ©’! Names may be forwarded to the subscriber, or to 


confined in the jail of Grafton county, now! poo, Mansi, 25 Cornhill, Boston. 
awaits that awful penalty on the 30th of the| 4 i4ress CHARLES SPEAR, Editor and Proprie- 
present month, [December,] we do eamestly | 4, 94 London street, Boston. . 

and respectfully pray, that you would delay)? 


execution of said sentence, until after the ac- | SOCIAL REFORM BOOKSTORE, 


tion of the people of this State and of our| . 
Legisiature, upon the question of the abolition HE WATER-CURE JOURNAL, and Teacher 
of Health, edited by Joel Shew, M. D. A 


of the Death Penalty, which is to be had dur- | ith, 
ing the coming month |valuable periodical of sixteen pages, royal &mo., | 
: = published semi-monthly. Terms, one dollar per 
We learnt then that the Governor was opposed to | yyJyume — 26 numbers — in advance, or five copies, 
Capital. Punishment. Reprieve was granted, be it | to one address, four dollars ; ten copies, eight dollars, 


said to the honor of the governor, and now we find| &c. Brera Marsn, Agent, No. 25 Cornhill, Boston, 
| where subscriptions may be forwarded. | 
| 





that his sentence has been commuted. We givea| F ; 
eesti of tee Aeiaie in the Sones of Banco: | For sale as above, the works of Brisbane, Godwin, 
SUGB 6ESsSn Gf tHe Gs PFe-| Boyle, and others, on Social Reform. The Phalanx, | 
sentatives on the subject. | Social Reformer, and Constitution and By-Laws 
Mr. Morrison presented the petition of Wm.|of Brook-Farm Assocation; Mrs. Child’s Letters 
F. Comings to have his punishment com- | from New York; Selections from Fenelon, by Mrs. 
muted to that of imprisonment for life in the | sonra ee hte nal go eed eg Bible | 
S ' C3 ane " uadrupeds ; American Constitutions; the various 
the State Prison, which was read and laid on works on the Water Cure; Pictorial Bible: Dr.| 
the table. : b . Aleott’s Works ; the Physiological and Phrenological 
On motion of Mr. Nesmith, the bill author-| Works of Fowler, Graham, and others. 
izing the Governor to commute the punish- 
ment of Comings was taken up. : ea? 
Mr. Nesmith stated that a majority of the For sale, as above, A Report on the I unishment of | 
yt ge cap thy ex : “gs Death, made to the Legislature of the State of New 
Superior Court were in favor of the constitu-| yoy 4. yohn L. O'Sullivan 1841. Price 75 
- rm - pane a3 . ,» by J 4s N an. ’ rice (oO cents. 
tionality of this law. Phe € hief Justice was Three Discourses on Capital Punishment, by E. 
also of the belief that the bill was constitu-| q. Chapin. 1843. Price 12 1-2 cents. 
tional. | Punishment of Death proved to be unlawful, in a | 
Mr. Morrison made some remarks in re- letter to the Marquis of Northampton, by John Pell. 
lation to the petitions which had been pre-| London. 1835. Price 6 cents. | 
sented. Sacredness of Human Life; a letter addressed to 


cod the incumbent of St. James’s, Sheffield, on Capital 
Mr. Haddock said, that the arguments ad Punishment, by Samuel Roberts. London. 1841. 


vanced induced him to believe that the law Tine 6 cents. 
might be cwustitutional. One objection in Report relating to Capital Punishment, to the 


| Works on Capital Punishment. 


his mind was, that the legislature should Commonwealth of Massachusetts, by Robert Ran- 
change the decisions of the courts, and inflict, | toul, Esq. 1835. Price 25 eents 


HANGMAN, 





Preparing for Execution. 





UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH!!! 


NEW YORK! Bass, the pirate. 


Now confined in the Prison at 


Blackwell’s Island, New York. The time of execution is fixed by the 


President in July, 1845. 


Wirttim Mutter, for the murder of George West, at Sandlake, 


about two years since. Sentenced to execution on the 28th of January. 


MAINE! 
in the State Prison. 
VERMONT! 
child. 


Tuomas Tuorn, for murder. 


Now confined at hard labor 


Time of execution not fixed. 
Evcene Cuirrorp, for the murder of his wife and 


Time of execution not fixed. 


RHODE ISLAND! Joun Gornon, for the murder of Amasa 


Sprague. 


Time of execution, Feb. 


14, 1845. 





TITLES OF JESUS. 


BY CHARLES ~ PEAR. 
Sixteenth edition, with rich steel Engravings. Price $1. 
HIS work has received high commendations 
both in this country and in Europe. We sub- 
join a few notices. 

‘It seems to me to be ene of those books which 
ought to have a place in every family library, by 
the side of the Bible and the Hymn Book. Hen- 
ry A. Mives, Lowell. 

‘None can read this work without having their 
faith in the Saviour strengthened, their hearts ele- 
vated and improved, and saying, in the strong lan- 
guage of admiration, “ never man lived and spake 
like this man.”’ QO. A. Sk1nNER, Boston. 

‘The plan is good, its spirit excellent, and in a 
popular ian, it presents the results of much learned 
labor and research. I consider its circulation de- 
sirable, and earnestly recommend it to all friends 
and seekers of Christian truth and seriptural knowl- 
edge.’ Cuaries W. Upnuam, Salem. 

From the Inquirer, London. 

‘The author has brought together, with great dili- 

gence, all the Names and Titles which are applied 


to Christ in the Scriptures, amounting altogether to | 
eighty. Each of these he explains and illustrates | 


practically, conveying much useful comment in a 
popular style, accompanied by a great variety of 
valuable, moral and devotional sentiment. We be- 
lieve it is as yet scarcely known at this side of the 
Atlantic, but it would probably suit the wants of 
many, and be esteemed a valuable addition to our 
valuable stock of practical divinity. We have no 
hesitation in expressing our approbation of its pre- 
vailing opinions and tendency, and our hope that it 
will meet with a welcome amongst us.’ 
From the Bible Christian, Belfast, Ireland. 

‘We recommend this work to Christian families 
as a useful and interesting auxiliary to their devo- 
tional exercises. We recommend it to congrega- 
tional libraries, as a work that will seldom be al- 
lowed to rest upon the shelves. We recommend it 
to Sunday-school teachers as one of the best man- 
uals we know, for rational explanation, and for prac- 
tical lessons of piety and morality. And since it 
is one of the goodly fashions of the present day for 
all persons who would aspire to any degree of lit- 
erary taste, to display literary ornaments on their 
drawing-room tables, we can confidently recom- 
mend it for this purpose too. In typography, paper, 
and binding, it is beautifully got up. It contains 
fine engravings by an eminent American artist. 
And if visitors have occasionally to wait a few 
minutes for the appearance of the mistress of the 
house, we do not know how they could spend the 
time more pleasantly, than in perusing a section of 
the ‘“ Names and Titles of Jesus.”’ 

From the Christian Pioneer, Edinburgh. 

‘This is a very interesting work, devotional and 
practical in its character and design. No one can 
peruse the work without instruction and pleasure. 
Even in places in which an individual may see rea- 
son to differ from the writer, he must still admire 
his power of moral discrimination, and feel at one 
with his love and veneration of the character of 
Christ.’ 

From the Eastern Argus. 

We do not hesitate to say that this work ought to 
be in the library of every Christian family—no mat- 
ter to what denomination its members may belong.’ 

This work is not in the trade, but is published 
and sold by the Author and his agents, Geo. W. 
Briggs, 403 Wash’g St. and B. Marsh, 25 Cornhill. 


Essays on the Punishment of Death, 


BY CHARLES SPEAR. 
Tenth Edition, with fine Engra, ings. 
FENHIS work is intended to present a concise and 
practical view of Capital punishment. In pre- 
paring the work the author had access to many 
valuable foreign publications, scarcely known in 
this country. The work contains sixteen Essays ; 
one chapter embodying O@CONNELL’S Speech on 
the subject. 
The work presents a view of all the capital of- 
fences in the Union; a labor said by distinguished 
jurists never to have been accomplished betore. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 
‘If any man can read these Essays, and not be 
| convinced that legal killing has incited to four mur- 
ders for every one it has prevented, he must, it 
seems to us, be steeled against the force of evi- 
dence, and the fear of shedding innocent blood. 
We hope this book will be widely circulated, though 
the author, being poor, publishes his book himself, 
and goes about to sell it as he can, which will re- 











| tard its dissemination. The facts here industriously 


collected—the recorded opinions of Beecaria, Black- 
stone, Montesquieu, Franklin, Rush, Smollett, La- 
fayette, Channing, Edward Livingston, O'Connell, 
|&e..—are alone worth double the cost of the vol- 
ume. ‘To the more general reader. this work must 
be more interesting, than the freshest novel ean be 
—so various and thrilling are its incidental portrait- 
ures of the human heart and life—of our criminal 
laws, and their hardly more criminal victims. —New 
York Tribune. 

‘This work contains the clearest and most con- 
densed array of facts and arguments, on the subject 
of Capital Punishment that we ever met with. 
Portions of it are thrilling in the extreme. We do 
not envy the head or the heart of the man, who can 


rise from its perusal without an utter abhorrence of 


| this bloody relic of barbarism, and a determination 
| to do his utmost to sweep it from our criminal code ; 
}with or without benelit of clergy.’—Anti-Slavery 
| Standard. . 

‘The author seems to have compassed the whole 
subject; and to us his arguments, figures, and facts, 
strengthen a conviction that our whole heart and 
judgment assent to, viz., that the punishment of 
death should be stricken from the statute books of 
every government whose laws are protessedly based 
upon the ethics of Christ.—Hunt’s Merchant's Mag- 
azine, N. Y. 

‘The subject is most ably treated upon by the au- 
thor, who has condensed into a book of about 250 
pages much valuable information of a highly inter- 
esting character.’--Bay State Democrat. 


Published and sold by the author, and by his 
agents, Bela Marsh, 25 Cornhill, and George W. 
Briggs, 304 Washington Street, where also sub- 
scriptions for the Hangmen will be received, and 
single numbers sold. 


GEORGE W. BRIGGS, 
EALER in School and Miscellaneous Books. 
Stationary, Sheet Music, and Periodicals. 

Manufacturer of every description of Blank Books, 
and general Job Binder, No. 403 Washington street, 
Boston. 


BOARDERS. 
OUR BOARDERS ean be accommodated at 
the residence of the Editor, No. 24 London 
| street, Boston 




















